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Agricultural & Economic 
Impacts: Hurricane Michael 
Recommendations for DR-4400-GA 
October 24, 2018 
Georgia Agriculture Commissioner Gary W. Black has stated: 
“Unfortunately, our worst thoughts were realized. We saw months and 
sometimes years of work just laid over on the ground in a matter of seconds. 
Georgia has long led in the production of several renowned commodities 
and now we have the dubious distinction of also leading in the devastation 
and incredible loss of these prominent crops. These are generational losses 
that are unprecedented, and it will take unprecedented ideas and actions to 
help our farm families and rural communities recover.” 



Hurricane Michael Disaster Response



ON GEORGIA’S AGRICULTURALECONOMY
HURRICANE MICHAEL’SIMPACT

extension.uga.edu
An Equal Opportunity, Affirmative Action, Veteran,  

Disability Institution | Updated Nov. 1,2018

Timber
$763 million
Direct losses
Estimated by the Georgia ForestryCommission

$170 million
Agriculture sector losses

Estimated by the Georgia Forestry
Commission

Vegetables
$ 4 8 0 million
Direct losses
Estimated by Esendugue Greg Fonsah,  
Agricultural and Applied Economics;  
Bhabesh Dutta, Plant Pathology; and  
Timothy Coolong and Andre Luiz 
Biscaia  Ribeiro da Silva, Horticulture

$ 6 9 million
Agriculture sector losses

Pecans
$100 million
Direct losses: crops

$ 2 6 0 million
Direct losses: trees

$ 2 0 0 million
Direct losses: future income
Estimated by Lenny Wells, Horticulture;  
Esendugue Greg Fonsah and Jeffrey H.  
Dorfman,  Agricultural and  Applied
Economics

$24 .7 million
Agriculture sector losses

Poultry
$ 2 0 million
Direct losses: houses

$ 8 million
Direct losses: birds
Estimated by Jeffrey H. Dorfman,  
Agricultural and Applied Economics;  
Casey Ritz, PoultryScience

$ 2 0 million
Agriculture sector losses

Soybeans
$10 million
Direct losses
Estimated by Jeffrey H. Dorfman,  
Agricultural and Applied 
Economics;  Mark Freeman, Crop 
and Soil Sciences
$ 0 .7 million
Agriculture sector losses

Cotton
$ 5 5 0 - 6 0 0 million
Direct losses
Estimated by Jared R. Whitaker, Crop and  
Soil Sciences; Yangxuan Liu and Jeffrey H.  
Dorfman, Agricultural and Applied
Economics

$ 7 4 million
Agriculture sector losses

Green Industry
Includes container nursery, field
nursery, greenhouse and turf

$13 million
Direct losses: structures
EstimatedbyJulieCampbellandMatthew
Chappell,Horticulture;andBenCampbell,
AgriculturalandAppliedEconomics

Peanuts
$ 1 0 - 2 0 million
Direct losses
Estimated by W. Scott Monfort, Crop  
and Soil Sciences; Jeffrey H. 
Dorfman  and Adam Rabinowitz, 
Agricultural  and AppliedEconomics

$1.6 million
Agriculture sector losses

TIMBER
$681million

COTTON
$968million

VEGETABLES
$996million

PECANS
$356million

POULTRY
$4.4billion

PEANUTS
$624million

GREENINDUSTRY
$832million

SOYBEANS
$112million

NOTE: All agricultural support
sector loss estimates provided by
the UGA Center for Agribusiness
andEconomicDevelopment.

FARMGATE VALUE



2016 Hurricane Matthew 
• Significant Pecan losses in SE Georgia
• Slow moving storm saturated soil followed by strong winds

2017 Hurricane Irma
• Most damaging wind event ever seen by Georgia’s pecan 

crop
• Virtually every orchard affected by sustained tropical wind 

with gusts to 75 mph.
• Estimated 30% crop loss and tree losses ranging from tens to 

thousands

2018 Hurricane Michael
• Michael “trumps” Irma with agricultural and forestry “generational 

losses” in the billions
• Strongest storm in recorded history to enter Georgia. Entered in the 

SW and swept a path across the “pecan belt” exiting in the NE
• Huge power outage footprint. Some areas without power for months



Georg ia
2018 Reported Pecan Crop- All Varieties

Acreage & Loss Estimates Due to Hurricane Michael

Loss Estimates
20%-39% Loss

40%-59% Loss

60%-79% Loss

80%-99% Loss

100% Loss

Data: 2018 Pecan Acreage & Loss Estimates (EDW & STORM)  
Created: 12/12/2018
Created By: Megan Smith Kennedy, GA GIS Specialist

• Entered GA as a Category 4
• Loss of approx. 740,000 trees
• 27,000 acres---17% of Ga Acreage
• Loss of $100 million from 2018 crop
• $200 million in trees
• $260 million in future income loss
• Worst damage from Albany to the SW 

and NE





Programs for Hurricane Michael 
Recovery

• ECP
• Forest Debris Management Program*
• WHIP, WHIP+
• Block Grant



Tree Recovery Update
• Many trees re-planted Jan-March 2019
• Saw die-back of limbs and trees continuing throughout the summer of 2019
• Fruiting wood must re-grow throughout much of SW Georgia
• Anticipate stronger crop in this region in 2020



Farmrecovery.com

All
applications

Numbers:
• Addressesof thephysical locationsof damageincluding GPS(latitude and

longitude)coordinates
• Itemized losses by commodity for eachlocation

Documents:
• Recommended but not required: 2018 Property TaxAssessment

Pecans
Numbers:

• Total number of trees destroyed
• Total number of trees and acres inproduction

Documents:
• If applicable: copy of application for Tree Assistance Program throughUSDA

The enrollment process will take place entirely online at farmrecovery.com.  Once the 
application opens, eligible producers should create a farmrecovery.com account to add 
required information and upload documents. Applicants can save their application to 
finish later throughout the three-week enrollment period. Please monitor 
farmrecovery.com for more information on the application dates and deadlines.
• ( March 18th – April 8th ). The $347 Million Block Grant Includes: Timber, Pecans, 

Fruit & Vegetable, Poultry, Beef, Dairy and Uninsured Infrastructure.



Thank you for your attention and I’m happy to take any questions
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